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BELIEVERS IN BABYLON ARE INTERESTED IN KNOWING GOD'S 
WORD AND OBEYING IT 


Daniel Chapter 2 - In this chapter God reveals to man the time table of history. 
We are given a sequence of the great kingdoms and political institutions that will 
exist prior to the end of the ages. It is impossible to understand Biblical prophecy 
without reading and understanding this chapter of the Bible. Without this chapter 
of the Bible it would be impossible to make sense of Matthew chapter 24 & 25, 
Luke chapter 21, and Mark 13. It would also be impossible to even begin to 
understand the Book of Revelation. In addition, the text today shows God does 
and will chastise His children whom He loves when they have a gross disregard of 
His Word. We will learn this morning that at the time of Daniel God did indeed 
speak to His people in Visions and Dreams, but He also spoke to pagans. There is 
a warning in today's message. (and I do wish I could bring you just sweet 
comforting messages, but I can't) Believers in Babylon KNOW GOD'S WORD 
AND THEY OBEY IT. When they ignore it they suffer the consequences. 


Please rise as we honor God's Word in the reading of today's passage. 


2:1 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his 
mind was troubled and he could not sleep. 2 So 
the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, 
| sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he 
had dreamed. When they came in and stood 
before the king, 3 he said to them, “I have had a 
dream that troubles me and | want to know 
what it means.” 4 Then the astrologers 
= answered the king, “May the king live forever! 

_ Tell your servants the dream, and we will 
interpret it.” 5 The king replied to the 
astrologers, “This is what | have firmly decided: 
If you do not tell me what my dream was and 
interpret it, | will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into 
piles of rubble. 


We begin this morning seeing Nebuchadnazzer in the 2nd year of his reign. This 
is somewhat interesting because it tells us that it was before Daniel, Hananiah, 
Azariah, and Mishael had finished the King's 3 year brain-washing school. The 
text tells us that Nebuchadnazzer "had dreams." Please remember that the 
Babylonians felt that the gods spoke to them in dreams. The text further tells us 
that his sleep left him... it was "struck" like a hammer on an anvil. His spirit was 
"troubled" (Heb: His spirit was hammered "payim" n y 5 (I think I should add 
that sometimes God speaks to us in dreams. We should be cautious to put too 
much stock in dreams, but God can and does sometimes speak to us in dreams. 
Nebuchadnazzer was so perplexed by his dream that it became a nightmare to 
him. 


You know, it's interesting because Nebuchadnazzer could conquer kingdoms but 
he couldn't conquer his fears. 


You see, Nebuchadnazzer had recently come into power and he now had much to lose. 
He carried his problems from the day into the night. We all know many who have risen 
to the top who are then robbed of their peace. Even some of you in this room never knew 
real heartache until you had something to lose. So the text tells us that God chose to 
reveal this prophesy of the ages to Nebuchadnazzer in a dream. 


Let's move onto the second Verse and I'll have more to say about dreams and visions in a 


minute. 


Then the king gave orders to call in the magicians, the conjurers, the 
sorcerers and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and 
stood before the king. 


So we see the king giving orders to everybody who was a spiritual advisor, a 
scientist, or anyone that knew anything about these things. He is addressing 4 
different kinds of people to get to the bottom of his dreams: 


Magicians (Scholars - hartom seems to describe persons who wrote with a stylus 
on clay tablets,') 


Conjurers assap - soothsayer priests (Astrologers) Star-Gazers 


Sorcerers - mékassépim- those who performed witchcraft. Contacting the dead. 
These were the mediums of the day. 


Chaldeans (Wise men) Reference to the wisest of the wise in Babylon. [ Let's 
take a moment to remember that the Babylonian astronomer Naburimannu (ca. 
500 B.C.) was able to calculate the length of the year at 365 days, 6 hours, 15 
minutes, 41 seconds—only 26 minutes and 55 seconds too long!] These 
Babylonians studied the heavens and they were very sophisticated in matters of 
astronomy. 


1 Miller, S. R. (1994). Daniel (Vol. 18, p. 72). Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers. 


3 The king said to them, “I had a dream and my spirit is anxious to understand 
the dream.” 


tkk ] ANGUAGE SWITCHES HERE TO ARAMAIC FROM HERE TO CHAPTER 7 


4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic: “O king, live forever! Tell 
the dream to your servants, and we will declare the interpretation.” 

5 The king replied to the Chaldeans, “The command from me is firm: if you do 
not make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you will be torn 
limb from limb and your houses will be made a rubbish heap. 

6 “But if you declare the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from 
me gifts and a reward and great honor; therefore declare to me the dream 
and its interpretation.” 


In the Old Testament we see that God spoke to people in 2 ways: Dreams and Visions 
Numbers 12:6 he said, “Listen to my words: “When there is a prophet among you, I, the 
Lord, reveal myself to them in visions, I speak to them in dreams. 


In the OT times God often spoke to his own people: You will remember that Solomon 
had a dream. We are all very familiar with the dreams of Joseph and of course the 
dreams of Jacob. 


God spoke not only to his own people in dreams, but He also spoke to pagans. 


Remember when Abraham got scared and gave Sarah his wife to King Abimilech lying 
saying she was really his sister... God warned Abimilech through a dream. Genesis 20:3 


Why would God reveal his plan to a despotic King like Nebuchadnazzer? How is this 
explained? At this time, there was little difference between the Jews and the 
Babylonians. The Jewish people were as wicked as the Babylonians. God sent prophet 
after prophet calling them back to the Lord, begging them to return to the God of their 
fathers, but the people of Judah would not listen. 


Remember when I told you about and incident 150 years prior to the captivity when 
King Hezekiah invited friends to come from Babylon and he opened up the treasuries for 
them all to see. Isaiah came to him and asked him, "What in the world have you done?" 
"What have you shown them?" Isaiah 39: Let's pick up in verse four 4... “They 
saw everything in my palace,” Hezekiah said. “There is nothing among my treasures that 
I did not show them.” 

5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lord Almighty: 6 The time will 


surely come when everything in your palace, and all that your predecessors have stored 
up until this day, will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left, says the Lord. 

7 And some of your descendants, your own flesh and blood who will be born to you, will 
be taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.” 

8 “The word of the Lord you have spoken is good,” Hezekiah replied. For he thought, 
“There will be peace and security in my lifetime.” 


How disgusting that Hezekiah was relieved that it wouldn't happen in his lifetime. 
150 years before all this happened Isaiah told them that it would happen. 


You would have thought that would have been enough but it wasn't. Then God brought 
Micah the prophet who said, 


Micah 4:10 Writhe in agony, Daughter Zion, like a woman in labor, for now you must 
leave the city to camp in the open field. You will go to Babylon; there you will be 
rescued. There the Lord will redeem you out of the hand of your enemies. 


Then God raised up Jeremiah who went up and down the land begging Judah to return 
from her evil ways and turn from her sin but she did not. 


This captivity was told again and again. God had warned them but they did not listen 
It was just like in the days of Noah when they were eating, and drinking, and marrying. 
one day when God had his fill he said "That is enough" I will not put up with this 
anymore. 


AND THEN CAME THE JUDGMENT - do you know that God's patience finally 
runs out especially when it comes to those that He loves? 


Habbakuk 1:12 clearly says that, "God raised up Babylon for judgment and established 
them for correction". 

Babylon came out of nowhere and it judged his people for 70 years and after that 
time. BABYLON WAS GONE with the rise of Cyrus the King. 


God kept his promise and he brought judgment to the land. It is not unthinkable that this 
very thing could be happening to us in America. Guys, I'm not saying that what 
happened 15 years ago today was God's judgment on America, but as your pastor I am 
not going to say that it wasn't the beginning of horrific judgment on this nation. 


Church, God performed 
divine judgment with 
Assyria and God did it with 
Babylon and if He can use 
them He can use ISIS, 
ISIL, RUSSIA, CHINA or 
any other foreign power. 


So how and why did it get that bad? Well I told you before, but now I'm going to give 
you the details. 


Remember when I told you that there was a man on the throne named Jehoiakim. 
Remember I said that he was born in the godly family of the "good king" Josiah. And 
though he lived through that great revival, Jehoiakim was a wicked man. 


After God gave Judah into the hands of King 
Nebuchadnazzer, Nebuchadnazzer left Jehoiakim on 
the throne ina titular way. He had no power, but he 
was left in his position. And while Nebuchadnezer 
was away, Jehoiakim tried to make an alliance with 
Egypt. Jeremiah told him not to do it, explaining 
that God had used Nebuchadnazzer to judge Judah. 
Jehoiakim didn't like what Jeremiah had to say and 
he told him to shut up. Jeremiah wouldn't shut up, 
so Jehoiakim had him thrown into prison where he 
couldn't be heard. 


He threw Jeremiah into jail and Jeremiah called a 
scribe from the palace named Baruch to write down 
a message and give it to the scribe to give to king 
Jehoiakim. The scribe Jehudi took it and read it to 
the king. And what did Jehoiakim do with the personal message that God had sent to 
him? Listen as I read. 


Ni 


Jeremiah 36: 


22 It was the ninth month and the king was sitting in the winter apartment, with a fire 
burning in the firepot in front of him. 23 Whenever Jehudi had read three or four columns 
of the scroll, the king cut them off with a scribe’s knife and threw them into the firepot, 
until the entire scroll was burned in the fire. 24 The king 
and all his attendants who heard all these words showed no 
fear, nor did they tear their clothes. ....27 After the king 
burned the scroll containing the words that Baruch had 
written at Jeremiah’s dictation, the word of the Lord came 
to Jeremiah: 28 “Take another scroll and write on it all the 
words that were on the first scroll, which Jehoiakim king 
of Judah burned up. 29 Also tell Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
‘This is what the Lord says: You burned that scroll and 
said, “Why did you write on it that the king of Babylon 


would certainly come and destroy this land and wipe from it both man and beast?” 

30 Therefore this is what the Lord says about Jehoiakim king of Judah: He will have no 
one to sit on the throne of David; his body will be thrown out and exposed to the heat by 
day and the frost by night. 31 I will punish him and his children and his attendants for 
their wickedness; I will bring on them and those living in Jerusalem and the people of 
Judah every disaster I pronounced against them, because they have not listened.” 


This is indeed one of the scariest passages in the Bible. Church, do you understand 
what Jehoiakim did? He took God's Word and he cut it into pieces and then he 
threw it on a fire. 


So, where does that leave me today? 
God help me if I ever make His holy Word trivial to you my congregation. God help me 
ever if I teach you that the scriptures are anything but the Inspired Precious and Holy 
Word of Almighty God. 

Where does that leave America today? 


$ 


I am comforted this morning as a Christ-Follower, but Church I mourn the sinfulness of 
my country. I cringed as a 7-2 majority on July 2, 2015 ordered the removal of the 10 
Commandments stating, “the monument at issue operates for the use, benefit or support 
of a sect or system of religion,” and therefore “violates Article 2, Section 5 of the 
Oklahoma State Constitution it is 
enjoined and shall be removed.” 


Church I am comforted as a Christ- 
Follower this morning knowing that my 
eternal destiny is in heaven, but I 
shudder as my country embraces and 
celebrates acts that should not be 
celebrated. 


I was shocked and thought it was a 
photo shop joke when the Whitehouse 


was decorated in rainbow colors on June 26, 2015 when Gay Marriage was legalised. 


Celebrating equal 
rights? 


7 _ 


Sim still waiting focmine. 


There have been right at 60 million babies aborted since the Roe v. Wade ruling of 1973 


Either this nation gets on its needs and repents or it will see God's judgment sooner 
than later. I am not a doomsayer. I am not an alarmist. Remember our first lesson 
in Daniel, "God is not mocked for whatsoever and man soweth that shall he also 


reap." And that goes for a nation. 


So where does that leave you? 


If my people, which are called b 
name, shall humble themselves, an 
pray, and seek my face, and turn 


from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land. 


2 Chronicles 7:14 KJV 


By your presence here this morning you demonstrate that you desire to know God's 
Word. 


Notice that this calls for personal repentance. 


i will answer GOd’S . P 
This does not have to be a dark message this 


call@ fall onmy g morning, because scripture also says, 


in humility. 


&sseekH IS face 
m mee 


so that FLE might @ nS 


forgive 
and HEAL our land. 


Luke 11:28 He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it 


